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to New York City as the vessel encountered heavy
storms in which it lost its mainmast. The ship’s
stores gave out and our subject and other passen-
gers suffered from hunger before landing.

Mr. Stensel was born in Slazean, Prussia, May
12, 1823. He came of sterling German ancestry
and his father, Gabriel Stensel, was also a pative of
Prussia, where he spent his entire life, carrying on
the trade of a brickmason during his active years.
At the time of his death he was three-score and ten
years of age. In early manhood he married a Prus-
sian lady, her death occurring a year after that of
her hushand and at about the same age. They were
sincere Christian peuple and members of the Cath-
olic Church.

Our subject is the youngest but one of the fam-
ily, and so far as he knows is the only one now
living. His younger brother, Gabriel, and himself
are the only ones that ever came Lo America. and of
his brother, our subject knows nothing but sup-
poses that he is dead. After he attained the age of
fourteen ycars Mr. Stensel was sent to learn the
trade of a cabinet-maker, and served an apprentice-
ship of four years. He subsequently worked at his
calliag in the larger German cities for some five
years as a journeyman. When he was twenty-three
years of age, shrewdly tbinking that the United
States of America possessed more advantages for
making a competence than his native land, he em-
barked for these shores as before stated.

While a resident of Louisville, Ky., our subject
had the good fortune to secure a capable and help-
ful wife and in the person of Miss Margaret Chickle.
Mrs. Stensel was born in Wysenburg, Germany,
near the French border in 1833, and ‘was one year
old when her parents migrated to this country in
1834, and settled at Louisville, Ky., which was
then a small village. There her father and mother
died when old people, both past eighty years of
age. They were known as old settlers of Louis-
ville, Ky. and were greatly respected. They were
members of high standing of the German Catholic
Church. Mrs. Stensel lived with her parents till
her marriage and in the meantime received an ex-
cellent training that made her a good housewife.

Mr. and Mrs. Stensel are the parents of eight
children, as follows: Lizzie, wife of William E,

Raymond. of Danville, Ill.; Kate, wife of I;:red
Beckel, of Farmer City; John, who operates a bi].
lard room at Virden; George who assists his fathey
in his business; Joseph; Rossa, wife of Frank Lari.
son of this place; Anna and Laura; four of these
are at home with their parents. The children have
been well trained and educated and some of them
have fine musical talenls, especially Laura, the
youngest.

Mr. and Mrs. Stensel are kind, hospitable, gener-
ous people, and are well liked by the entire com-
munity. Mr. Stensel is a man of excellent business
capacity, is prompt and square in his dealings, and
has a good name in financial circles. He is a mem-
ber of Blue Lodge, No. 110, A. F. & A. M. at Far-
mer City. Politically he affiliates with the Repub.
licans.
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Y\ HILIP WEEDMAN. The name of Weed-
| man is one well known and highly honored
=" throughout De Witt County and indeed
& beyond its bounds, as members of the fam-
ily have been closely identified with the develop-
ment of this section of Illinois for more than half
a century. It is confidently expected that all who
bear the name will prove worthy of it and econtinue
the work so well begun by those of preceding gen-
erations. Tbat this is the case in the life of Philip
Weedman it needs but a mention of his name to
his acquaintances to prove. He is numbered among
the snccessful general farmers and stockmen of
Santa Anna Township, and has a high reputation
as a man of thoroughly upright character, stanch
and true.

¢ Fair Prairie Stock Farm,” whereon Mr. Weed-
man is prosecuting his business enterprises, consists
of one hundred and eighty-five acres on sections
29 and 30, and is considered one of the best tracts
of land in the township. Every acre has been im-
proved and cultivated, a fine set of farm buildings
has been erected, and the estate presents an attrac-
tive appearance indicative of prosperity and true
home comfort. It is conveniently located, being
but one mile from Farmer City, thus affording its
occupants an opportunity to mingle in the social
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life of the town wheuever they feel disposed. For | manhood has devoled himself to tilling the soil,
twelve years past Mr. Weedman has been breeding | and its sister occupation, stock-raising. He was
Short-horn cattle and some fine animals may be } married in Piatt County to Anna D. Gillespie _-]
seen on his land. At the head of the herd is “Grover || whose parents, Harmon K. and Nancy Glllesp'e, f 48
Cleveland,” a bull whose proportions are beautiful || have been occupying a farm ia Piatt County for \ O /
in the eyes of stockmen, indicating as they do rare || some years. They are natives of the Keystone ?J‘V "
good qualities. Some fine Shropshire sheep arc | State, whence they came to Illinois soon after their MM
;hown visitors to “Fair Prairie,” and they also | marriage, first establishing a home in McLean &, -af \
Jearn that the proprietor deals largely in domestic {{ County, where their daughter Auna was born June | :
apimals which he buys and feeds. 25,1851, She, however, grew to maturity in Piatt Fm \\ ‘;
The Vlirth of Mr. Weedman occurred February || County, receiving her education there and the S‘Mm.}]
17, 1844, on tbe farm which he now owns. His | home training which fitted her for a position at the ﬁu:&zm

father, Asa Weedman, was born in Qhio in the | head of a household. Sheisa bright, energetic ﬁgfé{l |
early part of the century and had not yet entered | woman, devoted to her husband and family, bat by ;

his teens when he came to this State with his par- | no means neglectful of the duties she owes to her e
ents. The grandfather of our subject, John Weed- | neighbors and society at large. The happy union C""’“’—%‘ *

wan, of whom mention is made in the biographies | of our subject and hLis wife has been blest to them \ . ve~ |
of Thomas S. and George Weedman, found else- | by the birth of two children: Frank L. and Louola. W ‘
where in this volume, located in McLean County, Mr. Weedman is a stockholder and Director in g3 Q
but a few years later came to De Witt County- | the John Weedman National Bank, of Farmer City ’ A
Here Asa Weedman became of age and began his | and has been since the organization of that financial WZ :

life as a farmer and stock-dealer. He met with | institution. He has held the township offices, and,
some reverses, but being plucky and industrious, | like his father before him, is an earnest worker in
overcame them and acquired a good estate while | the ranks of the Republican party. He and bis
still a comparatively young man. He was consid- | wife hold membership in the Methodist Cburch,
ered one of the best business men in this section | where, as among the people in general, they are
and enjoyed an enviable reputation as a man of | regarded with respect.
firm principles and strict morality. He died at the
early age of forty-six years, breatbing his last in
May, 1871. - e A
The mother of our subject bore the maiden name
of Delia Hand, and became the wife of Asa Weed- @ILBERT C. KELLY. Perhaps no man of

man in McLean County. She was born in the | | > his years in De Witt County has made a
southern part of the State and was rapidly advanc- \\__,,j better record and gained a more prominent
ing toward womanhood when her parents removed | station in the minds of the people than Gilbert C.
to McLean County. She is the mother of quite a | Kelly. He is now engaged in general farming,
large family. seven of whom are living, our subject | occupying a farm on section 34, Texas Township,
being the fourth of the number. Some time after | but forsome years he was engaged in the profession
the death of Mr. Weedman the widow married | of teaching. Upon him various positions of public
Edward Adams, a farmer living in Miami County, | responsibility have been imposed, and whatever
Kan. duties have devolved upon him have been under-
The gentleman of whom we write acquired a | taken with the determination to be faithful to the
fundamental education in the schools of the county | trust and watchfel over the interests of his con-
and then pursued a higher course of study in the | stitaents.
Wesleyan College at Bloomington. He has always Before entering upon the life history of our sub-
wade his home on the farm which came into his | ject a few words regarding his parents and other
personal . possession in 1883, and since he grew to | members of the family will not be amiss. His




