


Page 6 WEEDIVAN NEWSLETTER June 1986

SATURDAY (cont'd) A tour of GRAYSON COUNTY: Falls of Rough, Pine Knob, 0ld

Weedman Homeplace, cemeteries and other interesting places. For those not par- J
ticularly interested in history, there'll be Golf, and maybe a boat cruise of

the river. Activities for the children are plammed as well.

SATURDAY EVENING - Buffet dimmer, business meeting, and Weedman share-your
thoughts/interests time.

SUNDAY - Veedman devotional services. After these, many will be heading back
home, so we'll say farewell to some and others can linger and enjoy this love-
ly time and place.

Ron and helpers have gone all out to see that there is something for everyone.

It's none too soon to be thinking of the next reunion. When? Where? and

who will chair the project? Ron and Gena Lee would be happy to help the next

one so you needn't feel like the lone Ranger. But really, let's all think

about this. It doesn't necessarily have to be held in Kentucky, although Ken- )
tucky is easy for everyone to get to, and is more or less central to those

who would be coming. It could be Indiana or Illinois, Arkansas or North Caro-

lina, but we need to get our thoughts running along these lines.

Now one more thing...... those of you who are coming, we are going to set up a
display, and would like a copy of your oldest pictures. Any camera/film store

cna make a copy from your old original. Please get those o0ld pictures out

dust them off, and get others made from them. When you do this, the store

gives you a negative of your 0ld original picture, and then you can take that
negative to any film store and get other copies made from it. Ask around for J
a good price for your original copy to be made.

Ve will have pictures from the last reunion for you all to see. I'll bring
the scrapbook and Nonty will sit with the family group sheets to take your
additions and corrections, or to help you figure out who else you're related to.

Ron and Linda, you are doing a great job, and we all thank you for offering to
do the honors this year.

Ed relates: 3
"This story is not a pleasant one and is covered in greater detail in the his-

tory books. So I hope I won't be accused of stealing from that which is on re-
cord. Assuredly, Grandma Sarah and my father recounted these things over and

over before I discovered them in Kentucky History. To my knowledge, neither
Grandma nor Dad ever read a Kentucky history book. I'll try to use Grandma's

words, because she expounded more completely.cceceeeese”

“When Stephen (Weedman) was down at Stephensport on Sinking Creek, build-
ing his flatboats, they had some awfully hard times.
There was the big earthquake of 1811 down at New Madrid that shook up the whole
country. I've heard tell that Reelfoot lake, over by the Mississippi River was
caused by the ground settling then.

They were just lucky not to be out in their boats when it happened or they
would have drowned, because the waves were so high on the Ohio River. They
say that even the Mississippi ran upstream for a while! J

The ground shook off and on for a time after that but gradually it stopped.

Then they always had to be on guard when they took their flatboats down the ri-
ver, because there were pirates all along who would kill and rob them if they
could.
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They (the pirates) would pretend to be people needing help in order to get them
to come to shore, or they would sneak out and drill holes in their boat to
make them come in!

The worst place was Cave-In-Rock, Illinois, whenever they went past there they

stayed in the middle of the River and kept their guns ready. They never
took anyone on board that they didn't know.

There were several pirate gangs at Cave-In-Rock.... at different times, but

the worst gang was led by the Harp brothers. These were called Big Harp and
Little Harp.

The Harp gang got so bad killing and robbing people that the flatboat men fin-
ally went to the Kentucky militia to get them to go after the pirates, But
they said they couldn't do anything because they were in I1linois. So they
went to the Illinois Govermment but they didn't even have a militia yet.

Vnen the flatboat people couldn't get any help from the Goverrment, they had
a meeting and selected fifty of their best sharpshooters and put them on a big
flatboat and floated down-river toward Cave-In-Rock.

vWhen the pirates came out to rob them, the riflemen, who were scrunched down
out of sight, rose up at a signal and began shooting the pirates down. They
killed an awful lot of them. They killed Big Harp, cut off his head, and put
it on a pole to ward off other would-be robbers.

Little Harp got away and some of the others, but I heard that later on he was
caught down in Termessee and got his head put on a pole, too. They didn't
have any more trouble with pirates after that."

Viere any VWeedmans among the flatboaters who took part in this pirate round-up?
Ed's folks didn't ever say one way or the other, but this was the vigilante
system before modermm-day courts fouled up our justice system. In those days
crime didn't pay in the long run.

Thanks so much, Ed for this story of history that may have included our people.
George Weedman was a flatboat operator, too, and I'd guess that several "farmer"
Weedmans had their tums at flatboating. They had to get their goods to market
and if there was no other way, they didn't hesitate to get the produce on a
flatboat and take it to its destination themselves.

More family news.

Mollie Sue Clift writes that her son and wife, Harry Allen and Linda (Crews)
Clift have a new daughter, Hopelyn Ashley Clift, borm October 20, 1985. This
good news should have come out sooner, and my apologies, as with both Monty
and I getting the mail, sometimes things get put into the wrong pile. Any-
one who is retired .....husband and wife...... will know what I mean. We say

Welcome into the Big Bold world, Hopelyn, and comgratulations to the happy par-
ents.

Roy Weedman from Zolfo Springs, Florida is another Roy who had the translation
for the Widmarm manuscript done by one Ursula Cobb. We thank Ursula, ard al-
so Roy, for this translation. This line may connect with our own Widman/Weed-
man line back a few generations.

Wiona Ruth (Weedman) Bretherick sent the Sesquicentennial Cele-
bration buletin from the Marion (Ark.) United Methodist Church.
I wonder how many of us could find write-ups of some of the wonder-

ful times of our parents' and grandparents' past in such a church
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publication? And the Newspaper, the Evening Times, West Memphis, ~
Ark. did the celebration proud by covering the events of this fine ‘)
celebration. Wiona Ruth was there and in some of the photos. We

think of Miss Willard Weedman and how she would have enjoyed this.

I couldn't help but to celebrate in my heart as I first read these
happenings, and again just now as I review them for you. Our times

of fellowship in our respective churches are times for remembering

warmly and passing on. These pictures and the acccount of this event
will be among those in the Weedman Scrapbook and Album. Thank you

for sharing, Wiona Ruth, and we'll be looking forward to seeing you

and Ray at the Reunion,

I'm going to try to do something different this time. I want to see

if we can copy Rebecca Middleton's Ancestor chart just the way she sent
it to us. I think the ink will copy well, and so I'll call her chart
Page 8-A. 1'll copy more of these for anyone who wants them if you

send them to me filled out as Rebecca has done. These forms can be ;)
purchased from Everton Publishers, Box 368, Logan, UT 84321, send

them $1.00 and ask for a dollar's worth of Ancestor Charts Form A-2.

You can pass the ones you don't need on to your relatives for them to
fill out for their children and grandchildren. I am doing Becky's be-
cause as you can see, the names in her ancestry are common ones in

south Indiana and Kentucky. No doubt abour 10 of those reading this

now are related to Becky through the Embry's , Smith's or Weedmans,

but how about the Willoughby's??? Anyone know of any Willoughby's?

e have the Hazelwood kin out there......I can almost think of ten .
of you now. William Weedman, of course, is of John's line. Becky ‘;)
has sent the Hazelwood census records along with her family group

sheets for them and her Weedman lines. We will hope to publish them

as time goes by.

In THE CORNSTALK MILITIA 1792-1811 by G. Glen Clift published in
1957, we see that Jacob Weedman was a lieutenant, 3rd Regiment, as
of Oct. 3, 1799. Jacob was a brother of Christian Jr., and he mar-
ried Mary Frances Fleming. They settled in southern Indiana.

And DeDe, thank you so much for the JARBOE information. I have loaned
the information sheet to a Mr. Hawley who has a book on the Jarboe's.
He is willing to share JARBOE information. He was so happy to see

the write-up, but I haven't shown the picture of the old homeplace

in Maryland to him yet. Didn't want to loan it just now. His ad-
dress is :+ Howard Hawley, 32752 - 29th Avenue, SW, Federal Vay, WA
98023, If any of you need Jarboe connections write to Howard. Tell
him "Monty sent you". Ha!

This will be the last newsletter before the reunion. HNick has been
really busy and at this writing, I don't know if he is coming to the
reunion or not, but he will if there is any way he can make it. I
believe his Dad will be there, and those of you who met him last year
will be anxious to see him again. Monty and I are really looking
forward to meeting you.....just a little over 30 days from now.

On the back of Becky's chart, I have put a map Ed gave us of some ‘J;
Weedman territory in Meade county., I thought some of you would like
to have this. STEPHEN's line settled in this area. 1I'll call this
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WEEDMAN CLAN HOLDS SECOND NATIONAL FAMILY REUNION IN JUNE

Hello, Cousins,

WE1l, I want to tell you, it's been a busy summer for us, and a summer that has
been full of pleasant memories of a wonderful time had by all who attended the
second WEEDMAN FAMILY REUNION. It was held at Rough River Campgrounds, and in
the Rough River Lodge rooms. What a grand location this was. The lodge was cool
and spacious, and Ron and Linda Weedman had done us all proud with the little
surprises they had waiting for us. There were the name tags, which could double
as luggage I.D. tags, and scratch-pads with WEEDMAN in bold lettering and under
this is said......2nd National Family Reunion, Rough River, KY June 20, 21, 22,
When we arrived Friday, Harry Weedman, Nick's father, was the first to greet us.
Our daughter, Phyllis Bunton was in the "lead car" and she met him and had been
chatting with him for a few minutes before we came. Phyllis, her son Cordell,
Harry, Monty and I had lunch then and renewed acquaintance. Then others arrived.
George and Gena Lee Theiss were there with her sister, Edith.....and read on for
the list of who all was there:

Ron and Linda Weedman, Kechia, Steven & Chuck & Jacki Wilson - Beaverdam KY
Harry Weedman Blytheville, AR
Kathleen L. Craynock Coral Gables, FL
Melvin E. Weedman Louisville, KY
Lloyd & Virginia (Weedman) Fisher, Lisa, Diane, Glenda, Denise and

Asa Reed Longmont, Colo.
Burhl & Virginia (Weedman) Hollowell Princeton, KY
Peggy & Jack Wood Princeton, KY
Jimmie B. & Alma Weedman , & Jeff Weedman Louisville, KY
David & Sondra Harbison, Patrick Louisville, KY
Edna Mae (Weedman) Rimini, George Rimini, Marcy Hand Virden, IL

Noble & Elizabeth (Weedman) Snodgrass New Palestine, IN
Sharon Bryden Springfield, IL
John & Marie (Weedman) Hunt Clarksville, TN
William E. & Helen D. Gregg Evansville, IN
Raymond & Wiona Ruth (Weedman) Bretherick Marion, AR

Lonzo K. & Lorraine Weedman Fenton, MO

Paul & Marianne Mgntgomery Tacoma, WA
Phyllis Bunton & Cordell Columbus, Miss.
Jewell & Mareda (Weedman) Wright Louisville, KY
Lucille B, Weedman Hartford, KY
Brent & Marilyn Weedman, Allieon, Burl Gallitin, TN
Blair & Jeanie Weedman, Sara Gallatin, TN
Brenda & Tommy Daniels Madisonville, KY
George & Gena Lee Theiss Louisville, KY
Edith Johnson Louisville, KY
Dorthene Weedman Caneyville, KY
Myron & Sherry Weedman Glendale, KY
Dewey & Marvene Weedman Madisonville, KY

4106 N. 27th St. Tacoma WA 98407 |ISSN 0883-7791
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Cradually the culprite began to realize the magmitude of their error, as the tvo
pirls, rad and still eryine, headed
for how, so they tricd to cordort and
console thom as they 1ollowed ther.
bacis into towmn,

Jor awhile, thc 1ellows made themselves
scarce around I'randenburg, but know-

irne, that sooner or later we would have

to fuce the Judge, somc of us who were not
too deeply involved, began arifting back
t¢ thue loafers' bench.

cure encudh, pretty soon here coies

the Judge with fire in his eye. ''1Z you
Loys ever pull a trick like that wguin
1'r goin., to locit you up and throw away
the ey he thundered. Then he lost

H1S coi:zposurc and began laughing until
tears ran down his cheels. TI'inally

he stoppea laughing and repeatect "IT you
ever pull a trick like thet aguin, I'r
coing to loci: vou up and throw awuy the
liey - unless you iirst invite me to
come along'',

ia reraris "I'm sorry I can't rereir-—
ber the nares of the partics involved
as it'd be rorc interesting if I could!
€11 we got a bir idch out of this story
arnd I'n sure vou all are laughing now

would you mothers trust this nan to talie your daughter on a coor hunt? ‘ihis ran
is none other than villian Levurd Veednian hirnself.t!!

ow it is about the end of the page, and we want to wish you all the
best.  hiope that 1987 brings you a lot of happiness and joy. Some- i’
one aslied me if I'd let them lnow when their dues or subscription is

up, and I'r inforuing vou all now that you're all paid up through
1987,

Scme cf you who haven't written or haven't writtern in years we'd lile
to hear fron you. Your hobbies, news and so forth. Again, I'm
seunding Gena's address so those of vou vwho have not ordered a book

ray write her. MNrs, CGeorge Theiss, £417 Rurlingame, louisville, KY
4021¢, liave a safe and sane holiday season!!

Love to all,

DONTY, VARIANLE, NICK, SALA, et al.



